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THE NAPLES 
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President Charles T. Sweeneyôs MessagePresident Charles T. Sweeneyôs MessagePresident Charles T. Sweeneyôs Message   
 

Dear Compatriots: 

When a hero is born, he or she comes to life without regard to personal existence or gain. Heroes place 

themselves in harmôs way based upon training and a per-

sonal conviction that another oneôs life has meaning. 

While in the moment, they do what they do without think-

ing that they too could become a victim in the crisis. Yes, 

they take risks and they are willing to make the ultimate 

sacrifice. But they do so because they are motivated more 

by the highest level of inner strength that operates within 

us rather than just a desire to do a good job.  

  

On 4 November 2011 thirty-five Naples Chapter members 

and guests gathered at the Country Club of Naples to hon-

or six Collier County Sheriffôs Office Deputies for their 

heroic acts in saving the lives of nearly 100 elderly citi-

zens from a housing complex that was on fire in our com-

munity. It was with great pleasure and honor that we were able to present Heroism Medals to Corporal Da-

vid Leatherwood, Sergeant Richard Williams, Corporal Kasey Wingo, Corporal James Casey, Corporal An-

na Cohen, and Corporal Dave Whitt.  Unfortunately, Corporal Anna Cohen and Corporal Dave Whitt were 

on assignment and unavailable for a group photo.  A detailed account of their heroism is recorded in the 

citation that is presented on page 3 of this newsletter. 
 

Also present for this special luncheon 

event was Collier County Sheriff Kevin 

Rambosk and Chief Jim Williams. Sheriff 

Rambosk is a former recipient of the Sons 

of the American Revolution Law Enforce-

ment Commendation Medal for service 

with distinction and devotion to duty. At 

the luncheon, he was presented with a 

Certificate of Appreciation for his contin-

ued service to our community and for his 

excellence in the field of Law Enforce-

ment.  Chief Jim Williams was presented 

The Law Enforcement Commendation Medal as set forth in his citation on page 4. 

Sweeney (Continued on page 2) 

Photos courtesy Sharon Sweeney 

Sheriff Rambosk 

Chief Williams 
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Next Meeting: Luncheon, FRIDAY, December 2, 2011 

Other significant happenings that occurred at our November 4th luncheon included the 

ñAncestor in the Spotlightò presentation by Compatriot Ron Benson (see page 5), and 

the awarding of the 55 years of 

service pin to Compatriot Jack 

Dennis.   
 

Jack transferred into the Naples Chapter from New 

Jersey, after retiring as head of his sixth-generation 

family-owned flag manufacturing business. The 

name of the business is Annin & Co. Perhaps you 

have heard of it, for it bears the distinction of being 

our countryôs oldest and 

largest flag maker. If you 

ever looked at the top a 

flag pole, more than likely 

the ñOld Gloryò flying 

there is one of Jackôs. If 

you look upon a flag flying at a state capitol, more than likely itôs one of Jackôs. 

And if you attend a Marine Corps Birthday Ball to celebrate the birth of the 

Corps on 10 November 1775, the center piece of an American Flag and the Ma-

rine Corps Flag side-by-side on each table is a patriotic remembrance manufactured and distributed by An-

nin & Co.   

  

As we look forward to our December luncheon, two special happenings are planned. First, weôll host The 

Joseph S. Rumbaugh Historical Oration Contest again. Past President John McCullough will act as the 

Master of Ceremonies and will ensure the purposes of this SAR National Contest are met. Chief in this re-

gard are: (1) Support historical research in our high schools by promoting oratorical presentations related 

to our Revolutionary War period 1750-1800; (2) Emphasize American History from the high school stu-

dent perspective, focusing on an intelligent relationship between the past and the present; and (3) Place a 

positive emphasis on the vision of our founding fathers. 

 

The next significant happening planned for December is the presentation by Compatriot Dick Hazen as he 

places an Ancestor Patriot in the Spotlight. Heôll tell a story that could have been easily straight out of a 

James Fenimore Cooperôs Leatherstocking Tale. Or perhaps youôll think upon hearing Dickôs tale, that itôs 

a story of the exploits of a patriot similar to that which was romanticized in the movie ñDrums Along the 

Mohawk.ò Either way, come join us. Bring you spouses and guests. You wonôt be disappointed, and youôll 

certainly have a lot of fun.   

 

Best regards 

Chuck 

(Continued from page 1) Sweeney 
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The Naples Chapter, Florida Society 
 

The Heroism Medal 
 

 During the early evening hours of 12 May 2011 a residential fire broke out in a four-story apartment 

building located at 954 Goodlette Road North, Naples, Florida. The building had 125 different apartments 

and housed elderly-age occupants. As smoke was filling the building, Corporal 

James Casey arrived first on the scene. Without hesitation or reservation and with no 

protective gear whatsoever, he ran into the building and sounded the alarm. Within 

minutes, Corporal Casey was joined by Sergeant Williams and Corporals Leather-

wood, Cohen, Wingo, and Whitt.  

 Hearing screams and cries for help, these six Collier County Sheriffôs Depu-

ties worked with incredible teamwork and exceptional courage above and beyond 

that normally expected of law enforcement officers. As thick smoke filled their 

lungs and with no regard for his or her personal safety, they entered the building on 

multiple occasions to down doors and removed one by one each resident to a place 

of safety. Some of the residents were in wheelchairs, some had assistant dogs, some 

were blind, and others were disoriented, frightened and confused.   

 In situations where the common man or public official comes to the forefront 

to become a hero, they seldom think that they must stop what they are doing else 

they too will become a victim. So it was with these six Sheriffôs Deputies. They per-

sisted in their acts of bravery in the face of severe heat, flames and smoke. In the 

end, they were credited with saving the lives of nearly a hundred occupants; and 

they were complimented by the fire departmentôs Public Information Officer that their self-sacrifice in the 

face of imminent danger and their collective action was one of the best evacuation efforts that he had seen 

in his twenty plus years as a firefighter.  

 

 

Charles T. Sweeney         November 4, 2011  
President 
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The Naples Chapter, Florida Society 

The Law Enforcement Commendation Medal 
 

 The Law Enforcement Commendation Medal may be presented by a chapter to 

those who have served with distinction and devotion in the field of law enforcement. Eligi-

bility is not limited to peace officers but extends to the entire range of persons who are in-

volved in making and enforcing the law. This includes, but is not limited to peace officers, 

attorneys, judges, prosecutors and legislators. Previous recipients of the Sons of the Ameri-

can Revolution Law Enforcement Commendation Medal included Sheriff Don Hunter, 

Sheriff Kevin Rambosk, and Dr Ed Ferguson.  

 By education, Chief Jim Williams holds a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering 

from the Virginia Military Institute and a Master of Arts in Education from James Madison 

University. He served with the United States Marine Corps from 1966 to 1996, during 

which time he had two combat tours in Vietnam and was assigned progressive leadership 

positions in command and to senior-level staffs.  When he retired from the military he held 

the rank and title of Colonel of Marines.   

 Chief Jim Williams joined the Collier County Sheriffôs Office in June 1996. He 

attended the Southwest Florida Criminal Justice Academy, graduating with honors as the 

Class President and was presented the Bennett Award for outstanding leadership. Upon 

completion of the field-training program and attaining his certification as a Law Enforcement Officer, he 

was assigned duties as the Administrative Assistant to the Sheriff. 

 In January 1998, Chief Williams assumed duties as the Inspector for the Sheriffôs Office, and was 

placed in charge of the Professional Responsibility Bureau. In April 2000, his duties were expanded by the 

Sheriff when he was placed in command of the newly formed Professional Responsibility and Training Di-

vision. On January 10, 2006, he assumed his current duties as Chief of Investigations. His duties in this ca-

pacity include the responsibilities for all criminal investigations, vice/narcotics, intelligence, homeland se-

curity and liaison with federal agencies. Further, Chief Williams is a member of the FBIôs Innocent Images 

Task Force. 

 It is with great pleasure that we present Chief Jim Williams with the Law Enforcement Commenda-

tion Medal for exceptional service and devotion to duty.  

  

Charles T. Sweeney         November 4, 2011  
President 
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Ancestor in the Spotlight 

This is your Naples Chapter S.A.R. Be InvolvedThis is your Naples Chapter S.A.R. Be Involved  

One of my Patriot ancestors was Marcus Cole of Chatham, Connecticut.  
Marcus Cole was born in Eastham, Massachusetts in 1734, the son of 

Ebenezer Cole and Elizabeth Cole who were second cousins. Both of his 

parents were descendants of Daniel Cole, Stephen Hopkins and William 

Collier.  Stephen Hopkins had arrived at Jamestown, Virginia in 1610, re-

turned to England about 1616, and then came back to this country in 1620 

on the Mayflower.  William Collier had been one of the Merchant Adven-

turers who put up the money to pay for the Mayflowerôs voyage and the 

costs to start the Plymouth Colony.  William Collier did not bring his fam-

ily to Plymouth until 1633. 
 

At age 21, Marcus Cole served during the French and Indian war as a pri-

vate in 1755 and as a corporal in 1756.  At the time the Revolutionary War began, Marcus Coleôs family 

had been in this country for more than 150 years.  These families had a lot invested in establishing this 

country and were not likely going to sit still after the British took away the ammunition stored at Somer-

ville, Massachusetts in September 1774.  Then, in December, came the alarm from Portsmouth, New 

Hampshire, followed in February by an alarm from Salem, Massachusetts.  As a result of these ñpowder 

alarms,ò companies of minute-men were ñon alertò throughout the colonies.  On the 19th of April 1775, a 

letter was sent from Watertown, Massachusetts, south through Worcester and into Connecticut alarming 

minute-men that the fighting had begun at Lexington and Concord. 
 

Marcus Cole, then age 41, was the sergeant in the company of minute-men at Chatham, Connecticut and 

would have received the Lexington Alarm on the 20th of April. Sergeant Marcus Cole likely would have 

been involved in rapidly gathering the men of Chatham together, checking that all had weapons and ammu-

nition, and were ready for their march toward Boston.  The men from Chatham served five days on this 

Alarm. 
 

Marcus Cole was commissioned an ensign in May 1775 by the Connecticut 

General Assembly in a regiment which became part of the Continental Ar-

my in July 1775.  Marcus was promoted to first lieutenant for 1776 by the 

Connecticut General Assembly when they sent their troops back to General 

George Washington.  In a letter, dated 6 October 1776, written by General 

Washington to the governor of Connecticut, Marcus Cole was recommend-

ed to be commissioned by the Connecticut General Assembly to return to 

the Continental Army in January 1777 as a first lieutenant who was eligible 

for promotion to captain.  Lieutenant Marcus Cole served in regiments 

which fought at the battles of Bunker Hill, Long Island, White Plains, and 

Germantown.  Marcus Cole and his eldest son, Sergeant Abner Cole, 

served together in the same company while at Valley Forge during the win-

ter of 1778.  The Connecticut General Assembly again commissioned Mar-

cus Cole to serve as a first lieutenant in 1779.  This time, Marcus, along 

with his youngest son, Henderick Cole, served together during the summer 

of 1779 while defending New London, Connecticut. 

 

Ronald E. Benson, Jr. 



 

 THE NAPLES CRIER - PAGE 6 - DECEMBER 2011 

Heraldry: The SAR Badge1 

Part II: Order of St. Louis 

 

     In the November ñCrier,ò Part I of the story behind 

the SAR Badge concluded with the understanding 

that the source of our SAR cross is ñthe ancient chiv-

alric Order of St. Louis, founded by Louis XIV in 

1693. 

 

     The royal and military Order of St. Louis was part 

of a package of war veteransô benefits decreed by the 

Sun King at that time. For disabled or needy war vet-

erans, Louis founded the Hotel des Invalides, the first 

old soldiersô home of the modern era. Its chapel, the 

Church of the Invalides designed by Hardouin-

Mansart, is today known around the world as a mag-

nificent baroque interpretation of Michelangeloôs St. 

Peterôs and as the final resting place of Napoleon. To 

reward officers for distinguished service and merit 

Louis established the Order of St Louis. The Order 

was named after his namesake and patron, Louis IX, 

saint, crusader and king of France. It was also richly 

endowed so that a member received not only a deco-

ration but also a pension. These varied depending on 

grade and seniority and ranged from 800 to 6,000   

livres a year. In addition, a member was exempt from 

certain taxes. 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The cross of the Order of St. Louis is identical to 

the SAR cross except in three details. First, the cen-

tral medallion of the SAR badge bears the image of 

Washington rather than that of St. Louis. Next, our 

medallion is surrounded by the SARôs motto 

ñLibertas et Patriaò (Liberty and Country) rather the 

words on the front of St. Louis Cross that translate 

into ñLouis the Great instituted it in 1693,ò and the 

motto on the reverse side of the cross that reads 

ñBellicae Virtutis Praemiumò (the Reward for Virtue 

in War).  And third, the angles between the arms of 

the cross lack the French fleurs de lis . Instead our 

SAR Badge has the cross superimposed on the laurel 

wreath of republican victory.  To be continuedé 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Hotel des Invalides in the 7th arrondissement of Paris 
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